
Delegation Request Form
This form must be completed and submitted to the Clerk of the Town of Kingsville by all persons wishing to
address Council at a scheduled meeting of Council.  Please refer to the Delegation Information Sheet for
additional information about appearing before Council.

Please note that personal information collected in this form may be included in the Council Agenda
package and/or the Council Meeting Minutes, both of which are part of the public record and posted on the
Municipal website.

Please read the following carefully before proceeding to submit a request.

Applications to appear as a delegation before the Town of Kingsville Council are to be received no later
than 11:00 a.m. the day of the scheduled Council or Committee Meeting in which you would like to appear.
Your application will be reviewed and you will be notified by the Clerk if your request to appear as a
delegation has been approved. Alternatively, if you do not wish to appear as a delegation but would like
your comments to be considered by Council, you may make a written submission using this form. 

Notes: If you wish to simply attend the meeting, you can do so by accessing our live stream
at https://calendar.kingsville.ca/council

General Guidelines

Members of the Public must register by completing the Delegation Request Form in order to provide
verbal comments to Council or a Committee.

Delegation requests and written submissions must be received by 11:00 a.m. the day of a scheduled
Council or Committee Meeting.

A delegation will not be registered to address members of Kingsville Council at a Council meeting
unless this specific item is listed on the Agenda. Delegations related to items not listed on the
Agenda must be received 14 days in advance of a future Council Meeting.

Delegations are limited to 10 minutes.

Both verbal and written comments will be given equal consideration.

It is the responsibility of the public to indicate when an accomodation is required. The Clerk will
determine the best method to address this accomodation in consultation with the individual in
advance of the meeting.

First Name *

Emily

Last Name *

Acheson

https://calendar.kingsville.ca/council


Address * City *

Kingsville

Phone number * Email address *

Are you representing a group? *

 Yes

 No

What is the name of your group? *

McCracken Road Residents

Who do you wish to speak to? *

Committee

Date of Meeting *

5/15/2023

Is this item on the
Agenda? *

 Yes

 No

Agenda Item Number and/or Topic *

Short Term Rental Units in Kingsville

Have you appeared before Council on this issue before?

 Yes

 No

Have you been in contact with staff on this issue before?

 Yes

 No

If yes, please provide name of staff member(s)
*

Mayor, Rogers and CAO John Norton

Please provide the approximate date you were
in contact with the staff person

3/22/2023







Presentation Materials

Any speaking notes, supporting documentation, presentation materials, and/or audio visual aids must be
provided to the Clerk with this delegation request for review, approval, and circulation to Council and
Administration. Materials will be made public and shall be compliant with AODA legislation.

Will you have presentation materials and/or
any audio-visual aids? *

 Yes

 No

Please select your presentation material type *

Handouts (PDF document)

Please upload your presentation material so that it may be reviewed.

Privacy Statement

This meeting will be broadcast live via eScribe and Delegates participating virtually will form part of the
recording. Be advised that all Council and Committee meeting presentations become part of the public
record and you will be listed as a presenter on the Agenda and Minutes of the meeting. Agendas and
Minutes are published online, so the listing of your name in connection with the Agenda or Minutes may be
indexed by search engines like Google. Further, personal information contained in your correspondence, to
Town of Kingsville Council, is collected under the authority of the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended. Any
personal information you choose to disclose in your correspondence will be used to receive your views on
the relevant issue(s) to enable Town of Kingsville Council to make its decision on the matter. Questions
about the collection of this information can be directed to the Legislative Services Department.

I have read and understand the above Privacy Statement. *

 Yes

 No
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Town of Kingsville 

Short Term Rental Concerns and Proposed By-Law Regulation 

We, as property owners in the Town of Kingsville, have concerns regarding Short Term Rental 

Properties in our Town (to be referred to as STRU in this document).  An STRU is defined as a 

temporary rental accommodation in all, or part of a dwelling for short period stays (29 days or 

less).  This is a new and unregulated business which has gained traction during COVID 

restrictions and the Town needs to have a by-law in place to regulate the STRU industry.  

We feel that the Town of Kingsville should follow the direction of other municipalities such as 

the Town of Essex, Lambton Shores, Fort Erie and the City of London and consider a similar by-

law in an effort to have regulations in place to police this growing industry. 

There are some areas in Town which are zoned Lakeshore Residential (LR).  In accordance with 

Index Map #59, Subsection 6.7 part 3.4.13 states “Dwelling: shall mean a building, occupied or 

designed to be occupied exclusively as a home, residence, or sleeping place by one or more 

persons, but shall not include hotels, boarding, bunkhouse, lodging, or rooming houses, 

tourist homes, nursing or rest homes, motels, institutions, travel trailers or mobile homes”.  In 

this one zoning area, short term rentals are not permitted but the Town currently has no 

specific by-law in place to clearly regulate STRUs. 

The Town currently regulates small businesses that are run out of residents’ homes and we feel 

the Town needs to consider implementing a by-law to regulate the STRUs.  This issue has been 

brought forward in other small communities with lakefront properties.  The Town of Essex 

passed a by-law regulating STRUs.  CBC News ran a story on communities adjacent to Lake Erie 

and Lake Huron noting the lack of regulations and the dissatisfaction of local residents 

regarding STRUs. “There’s a growing movement among Ontario lakeside communities to push 

back against short-term rental services, such as Airbnb and VRBO, that some say are 

disrupting the social fabric of their close-knit communities to the point where it could upend 

their way of life.”  
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We are not alone in voicing our concerns as others in our community have voiced concern in 

this matter.  This topic has been in the forefront of other smaller municipalities and, in 

particular, lakefront communities. 

The purpose of this proposed by-law is to protect the health and safety of persons using these 

accommodations, to ensure the accommodations do not create neighbourhood nuisances, that 

the accommodations comply with zoning and to protect the residential amenity, character and 

stability of residential communities. 

We are suggesting the following for your review, discussion and consideration.  Please note 

that these are simply our suggestions and a starting point to be considered by Council.   

• That Council for the Town of Kingsville bring forward a motion to consider implementing 

a  by-law regulating STRUs; 

• That Council request Administration to research the number of STRUs currently 

operating in Kingsville (including former Gosfield South and Gosfield North); 

• That the by-law require STRUs to be located on the owner’s primary residence, 

eliminating out-of-town absentee hosts. 

• That STRUs be required to register with the Town of Kingsville on an annual basis with a 

registration fee of $1,000.00 - $2,500.00 per year which would be proportionate to the 

size of the home being rented. (This sum is reasonable as one weekend of rental income 

would offset the cost of registration).  Having annual renewals would ensure that the 

owners are in compliance with regulations; (i.e., Town of Kingsville currently has 114 

STRUs. Based on a 3 day weekend the average net income earned by local STRUs is 

$900.00.  114 X $900.00 = $102,600.00/annum) 

• That the revenue from registration fees for STRUs would facilitate hiring of additional 

staff to inspect and implement by-law regulations;  

• That the properties be inspected by the Fire Department on an annual basis to ensure 

that these rentals are compliant with municipal regulations and Ontario Fire Code.  A set 

fee for Fire Inspection could be a separate charge of approximately $150.00/year.  This 
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would ensure that abutting properties would not be put at risk with unsafe units and 

ensure outdoor fire permits have been approved for fire pits; 

• That a 24/7 hotline be implemented to report complaints, and a demerit system to keep 

absentee landlords in line with expectations.  This service could be contracted out to an 

alarm company or similar entity by the town; (i.e.: Town of Essex demerit charges 

attached); 

• That owners/managers must respond verbally to complaints within 30 minutes and 

physical presence within 1 hour of reporting;  if landlords are out of town they are 

required to have a dedicated agent living in the area or contract a local security entity to 

attend on their behalf.  A written report is to be issued for each complaint and 

submitted to the Town for record keeping and/or penalty fees or demerit points ;  

Complaints would be reduced if owner lived on site of STRU; 

• That a per diem penalty fee be charged for landlords who are not in compliance with 

the by-law, (i.e.: $500.00/day);  

• That the core business area of Kingsville (i.e., BIA Members) be exempt from registration 

fees as they already pay to be members of the BIA; 

• That all STRU properties be subject to the requirements of the by-law and that there will 

be no “grandfathering” of existing rentals and no transfer of license upon the sale of the 

property; 

• That the Town put a cap on the total number of STRUs allowed in the municipality to 

1%. STRUs are driving up long term rental costs as well as making housing unaffordable.  

Essex County is currently experiencing a housing crisis and this may provide opportunity 

for those experiencing housing difficulties; 

• That the Town limit the number of STRUs allowed on one Street; 

• That the Town limit the number of occupants allowed in a STRU. (i.e., 2 per bedroom, or 

max. of 10 people); 

• That lakefront STRUs be required to apply for site specific zoning exception if Zoning 

does not currently allow.  Neighbouring property owners would receive notice of zoning 

change request and could address concerns they may have; 
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• That STRUs have a Parking Management Plan to ensure local residents are not impacted 

by lack of parking spaces; 

• That STRUs have a Fire Safety Plan in place; 

• That STRU’s have minimum $2 million in liability insurance; 

• STRU must have a minimum of 100 meters of separation between properties; 

• That STRUs have privacy fencing or landscaping screen if within 15 meters of a single 

dwelling unit in a residential area; 

• STRU’s if applicable must have a septic inspection. 

We understand that STRUs provide a necessary option for people coming to Kingsville for 

various events and other leisure activities.  While landlords may not be happy with the 

requirement of annual registration, we feel it is necessary for the greater good of the 

municipality. 

“Lambton Shores Mayor told CBC News in August 2022 that the number of short-term rentals 

across the municipality, which staff estimate at 300, has reached a tipping point and has 

begun fraying the very fabric of local neighbourhoods”. 

Over the past 2 – 3 years more homes are being purchased by out of town landlords for STRUs.  

We know that we are currently experiencing a housing crisis; a by-law regulating STRUs may 

have a positive impact on the number of homes available for purchase or rent. 

There are regulations in place for hotels, motels and RV Resorts in Kingsville which are also 

STRUs. 

We feel this issue requires Council’s input as well as having a public meeting on the matter to 

gain perspective from other residents in the Town. 

We understand that STRUs present a new problem for the municipality but Council should 

implement some regulation so that we continue to be a thriving community with businesses, 

shops, restaurants and more.  We have great recreational programs and a new school under 
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construction, restaurants, events and so much more to offer; not just another tourist 

destination. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

McCracken Road Residents. 

 

Attachments: 

Town of Essex Demerit Point Schedule 

Town of Essex Short Term Rental Licensing Requirements  
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Town of Essex Source of info Lambton Shores Source of info City of London Source of info

Date bylaw 
was passed or 

came into 
effect

May 16th, 2022

See 
https://www.essex.ca/en/town-
hall/resources/By-Law-2025.pdf in 
Section 16 on (pg. 8)

New bylaw was 
passed June 7, 

2022 and 
licencing took 
effect Feb. 1st, 

2023

https://www.lambtonshores.ca/en/o
ur-government/short-term-
rental_licensing.aspx

June 14th, 
2022

https://london.ca/Short-
Term

STRU bylaw 
number

New bylaw 2025; 
Comprehensive 

zoning bylaw 1037 
definition of B&B 
remade to include 

all STRUs

New bylaw 2025: 
https://www.essex.ca/en/town-
hall/resources/By-Law-2025.pdf; 
Amendment to bylaw 1037: 
https://www.essex.ca/en/town-
hall/resources/By-law-2150.pdf

43-2022

https://www.lambtonshores.ca/en/o
ur-
government/resources/Documents/S
hort-Term-Rentals/Licensing-
Program/43-of-2022---Short-Term-
Rental---amended-Dec.-20-2022.pdf

Business 
Licensing By-
law - L.-131-
16, Schedule 

21

See https://london.ca/by-
laws/business-licensing-
law-l-131-16

License 
required?

Yes

See 
https://www.essex.ca/en/town-
hall/resources/By-Law-2025.pdf, 
Section 1.0, Definition 1.12. Also 
see Licensing Application for STRUs 
here: 
https://www.essex.ca/en/work/sh
ort-term-rental-
accommodations.aspx (under 
Additional Resources)

Yes

See 
https://www.lambtonshores.ca/en/o
ur-
government/resources/Documents/S
hort-Term-Rentals/Licensing-
Program/43-of-2022---Short-Term-
Rental---amended-Dec.-20-2022.pdf, 
Section 2.1a (pg. 5)

Yes
See general info page at 
https://london.ca/Short-
Term



License 
requires proof 
of insurance 
for renting

Yes

See 
https://www.essex.ca/en/town-
hall/resources/By-Law-2025.pdf, 
Schedule A, Section 1.2f (pg. 9)

Yes

See 
https://www.lambtonshores.ca/en/o
ur-
government/resources/Documents/S
hort-Term-Rentals/Licensing-
Program/43-of-2022---Short-Term-
Rental---amended-Dec.-20-2022.pdf, 
Section 4.1k (pg. 7)

Yes

See https://london.ca/by-
laws/business-licensing-
law-l-131-16, Schedule 21, 
Section 5.1h, as well as 
https://london.ca/Short-
Term, under "Do I need to 
have insurance for my 
STA?"

Licensing fee $700.00

See 
https://www.essex.ca/en/town-
hall/resources/By-Law-2025.pdf, 

Schedule D (pg. 14)

$500

See 
https://www.lambtonshores.ca/en/o
ur-government/short-term-
rental_licensing.aspx#Annual-
Licensing-Fee-, under Annual 
Licensing Fee

$175

See 
https://london.ca/Short-
Term, under "How much 
does a Short-term 
Accommodation Provider 
licence cost?"

Duration of 
license

3 years

See 
https://www.essex.ca/en/town-
hall/resources/By-Law-2025.pdf, 
Section 5.1 (pg. 4)

1 year

See 
https://www.lambtonshores.ca/en/o
ur-government/short-term-
rental_licensing.aspx#Annual-
Licensing-Fee-, under Licensing 
Application Process

1 year

See 
https://london.ca/Short-
Term, under "How much 
does a Short-term 
Accommodation Provider 
licence cost?"

Demerit 
points system

Yes
https://www.essex.ca/en/town-
hall/resources/By-Law-2025.pdf, 
Schedule C (pg. 12)

Yes

See 
https://www.lambtonshores.ca/en/o
ur-
government/resources/Documents/S
hort-Term-Rentals/Licensing-
Program/43-of-2022---Short-Term-
Rental---amended-Dec.-20-2022.pdf, 
Section 11 (pg. 12)

No



Penalty 
charges

Yes

See 
https://www.essex.ca/en/town-
hall/resources/By-Law-2025.pdf, 
Schedule E (pg. 15)

Yes

See 
https://www.lambtonshores.ca/en/o
ur-
government/resources/Documents/S
hort-Term-Rentals/Licensing-
Program/43-of-2022---Short-Term-
Rental---amended-Dec.-20-2022.pdf, 
Section 15 (pg. 14)

Either 
enforcement 

or fines

See 
https://london.ca/Short-
Term, under "When will 
Short-term 
Accommodation Provider 
and Broker licences be 
required?"

Licence can be 
revoked at 
any time

Yes

See 
https://www.essex.ca/en/town-
hall/resources/By-Law-2025.pdf, 
Section 6.1 (pg. 4)

Yess

See 
https://www.lambtonshores.ca/en/o
ur-
government/resources/Documents/S
hort-Term-Rentals/Licensing-
Program/43-of-2022---Short-Term-
Rental---amended-Dec.-20-2022.pdf, 
fifth item on Page 1, part b

Yes
First part of bylaw, sixth 
statement, part b

License 
requires fire 
safety plan

Yes

See 
https://www.essex.ca/en/town-
hall/resources/By-Law-2025.pdf, 
Schedule A, Section 1.2h and 1.2jii 
(pg. 9), as well as Schedule C, Table 
1, first row (pg. 13)

Yes

See 
https://www.lambtonshores.ca/en/o
ur-
government/resources/Documents/S
hort-Term-Rentals/Licensing-
Program/43-of-2022---Short-Term-
Rental---amended-Dec.-20-2022.pdf, 
Section 4.1p (pg. 7)

Yes

See https://london.ca/by-
laws/business-licensing-
law-l-131-16, Schedule 21, 
Section 5.1vii



License 
requires proof 

of septic 
system 

inspection

No Yes

See 
https://www.lambtonshores.ca/en/o
ur-
government/resources/Documents/S
hort-Term-Rentals/Licensing-
Program/43-of-2022---Short-Term-
Rental---amended-Dec.-20-2022.pdf, 
Section 4.1q (pg. 7)

No

License 
requires 

building code 
is adhered 

to/inspected 
for 

compliance

Yes

See 
https://www.essex.ca/en/town-
hall/resources/By-Law-2025.pdf, 
Schedule A, Section 1.2j,i (pg. 9), as 
well as Schedule C, Table 1, second 
row (pg. 13)

Yes

See 
https://www.lambtonshores.ca/en/o
ur-
government/resources/Documents/S
hort-Term-Rentals/Licensing-
Program/43-of-2022---Short-Term-
Rental---amended-Dec.-20-2022.pdf, 
Section 4.1rii (pg. 7)

Yes

See https://london.ca/by-
laws/business-licensing-
law-l-131-16, Schedule 21, 
Section 5.1vii

STRU can only 
be in primary 
residence of 

owner?

No

See 
https://www.essex.ca/en/town-
hall/resources/By-law-2150.pdf: 
Part 1, Definition of "Short Term 
Rental Unit" (pg. 2)

No Yes

See 
https://london.ca/Short-
Term, under "Does the 
Short-term 
Accommodation have to 
be in my own home?"



Specific zones 
for STRUs

Yes

https://www.essex.ca/en/town-
hall/resources/By-law-2150.pdf: 
Part 2, Specifies in which zones of 
Essex STRUs are allowed (pp. 2-3)

Not specified No

4% municipal 
accomodation 
tax applied?

Not specified Not specified Yes

See 
https://london.ca/Short-
Term, under "ShowDoes a 
Short-term 
Accommodation Provider 
have to charge and remit 
the Municipal 
Accommodation Tax 
(MAT)?"



City of Ottawa Source of info
Town of 

Gravenhurst
Source of info

Niagara on the 
lake

Source of info

May 12th, 2021

See https://ottawa.ca/en/living-
ottawa/laws-licences-and-
permits/laws/laws-z/short-term-
rental-law-no-2021-104#section-
be4e64bf-2350-4d63-ad03-
85728b8800f3, Section 59

Jan. 1st, 2023

See 
https://gravenhurst.civicweb.net/f
ilepro/document/94554/2022-
058%20-
%20Regulate%20Short%20Term%2
0Rentals.pdf, Section 13.1

May 6th, 2023
See 
https://notl.civicweb.net/document/
4068/, Section 6.02

2021-104

See https://ottawa.ca/en/living-
ottawa/laws-licences-and-
permits/laws/laws-z/short-term-
rental-law-no-2021-104#section-
1996d306-c653-4596-a0a7-
c5e57d90a775

2022-58

See 
https://gravenhurst.civicweb.net/f
ilepro/document/94554/2022-
058%20-
%20Regulate%20Short%20Term%2
0Rentals.pdf

4634-13
See 
https://notl.civicweb.net/document/
4068/

Yes

See https://ottawa.ca/en/living-
ottawa/laws-licences-and-
permits/laws/laws-z/short-term-
rental-law-no-2021-104#section-
be4e64bf-2350-4d63-ad03-
85728b8800f3, Section 7, as well as 
Schedule A, Table 1, first row

Yes

See 
https://gravenhurst.civicweb.net/f
ilepro/document/94554/2022-
058%20-
%20Regulate%20Short%20Term%2
0Rentals.pdf, Section 3.1

Yes
See 
https://notl.civicweb.net/document/
4068/, Section 2, Part 3 (pg. 5)



Yes

See https://ottawa.ca/en/living-
ottawa/laws-licences-and-
permits/laws/laws-z/short-term-
rental-law-no-2021-104#section-
fe6cd6ed-4f93-4b26-93cc-
b92537dff71e, Section 36

Not specified Yes
See 
https://notl.civicweb.net/document/
4068/, Section 4, Part 3 (pg. 9)

$110

See https://ottawa.ca/en/living-
ottawa/laws-licences-and-
permits/laws/laws-z/short-term-
rental-law-no-2021-104#section-
be4e64bf-2350-4d63-ad03-
85728b8800f3, Schedule A

$750

See 
https://forms.gravenhurst.ca/Legis
lative/Short-Term-Rental-Licence-
Application?previewmode=82232f
e8-86ef-4698-afe2-aef90135faa8, 
under "Please Note"

$108/guest 
room/yr

See 
https://notl.civicweb.net/document/
4068/, Schedule A

2 years

See https://ottawa.ca/en/living-
ottawa/laws-licences-and-
permits/laws/laws-z/short-term-
rental-law-no-2021-104#section-
be4e64bf-2350-4d63-ad03-
85728b8800f3, Schedule A

1 year

See 
https://forms.gravenhurst.ca/Legis
lative/Short-Term-Rental-Licence-
Application?previewmode=82232f
e8-86ef-4698-afe2-aef90135faa8, 
under "Please Note"

1 year

See 
https://notl.civicweb.net/document/
4068/, Section 4.04, as well as 
Schedule A

No No No



Yes

See https://ottawa.ca/en/living-
ottawa/laws-licences-and-
permits/laws/laws-z/short-term-
rental-law-no-2021-104#section-
be4e64bf-2350-4d63-ad03-
85728b8800f3, Sections 50-52

Yes

See 
https://gravenhurst.civicweb.net/f
ilepro/document/94554/2022-
058%20-
%20Regulate%20Short%20Term%2
0Rentals.pdf, first page, fourth 
item down

Yes

See 
https://notl.civicweb.net/document/
4068/, first page, sixth item down, as 
well as Section 5.05 and Schedule B

Yes

See https://ottawa.ca/en/living-
ottawa/laws-licences-and-
permits/laws/laws-z/short-term-
rental-law-no-2021-104#section-
d690704e-c404-4016-a0c3-
74901c92c448, Section 44, as well as 
Section 46, Part 8

Yes

See 
https://gravenhurst.civicweb.net/f
ilepro/document/94554/2022-
058%20-
%20Regulate%20Short%20Term%2
0Rentals.pdf, Section 7

Yes

See 
https://notl.civicweb.net/document/
4068/, first page, fourth item down, 
as well as Section 5.02

Yes

See https://ottawa.ca/en/living-
ottawa/laws-licences-and-
permits/laws/laws-z/short-term-
rental-law-no-2021-104#section-
d690704e-c404-4016-a0c3-
74901c92c448, Section 20

Not specified Yes

https://notl.civicweb.net/document/
4068/, Section 4.05, Part 1b, as well 
as Section 7a, where the application 
for a license is sent to the Fire 
Department



No Not specified Yes

Property must comply with Property 
Standards bylaw 5192-19, which 
includes proper sewage disposal 
(Section 2.04)

Yes

See https://ottawa.ca/en/living-
ottawa/laws-licences-and-
permits/laws/laws-z/short-term-
rental-law-no-2021-104#section-
fe6cd6ed-4f93-4b26-93cc-
b92537dff71e, Section 1, under 
"unlawful residential unit"

Yes

See 
https://gravenhurst.civicweb.net/f
ilepro/document/94554/2022-
058%20-
%20Regulate%20Short%20Term%2
0Rentals.pdf, Section 1.1g specifies 
guest rooms must abide by 
Ontario Building Code

Yes
https://notl.civicweb.net/document/
4068/, Section 4.05, Part 1c

Yes, and one 
additional cottage 
rental is allowed

See https://ottawa.ca/en/living-
ottawa/laws-licences-and-
permits/laws/laws-z/short-term-
rental-law-no-2021-104#section-
fe6cd6ed-4f93-4b26-93cc-
b92537dff71e, Section 12, Parts 1 and 
4

No

No, but only 
buildings 
(including 
additions to 
buildings) that 
have been 
occupied for 
four or more 
years are 
eligible for a 
STRU license

See 
https://notl.civicweb.net/document/
4068/, Section 2, Part 3 (pg. 5)



Yes

See https://ottawa.ca/en/living-
ottawa/laws-licences-and-
permits/laws/laws-z/short-term-
rental-law-no-2021-104#section-
fe6cd6ed-4f93-4b26-93cc-
b92537dff71e, Section 12, Part 1a: 
"where permitted under Section 
121A of the Zoning By-law"

Not specified No

Yes

See https://ottawa.ca/en/living-
ottawa/laws-licences-and-
permits/laws/laws-z/short-term-
rental-law-no-2021-104#section-
fe6cd6ed-4f93-4b26-93cc-
b92537dff71e, Section 35

Yes

See 
https://gravenhurst.civicweb.net/f
ilepro/document/94554/2022-
058%20-
%20Regulate%20Short%20Term%2
0Rentals.pdf, Section 4.1e

Not specified



Stand-alone Short-Term Rental Units (STRUs) in Kingsville: 
A growing concern

Photo credit: Thiago 
Prudencio/SOPA Images  



What are stand-alone STRUs?

Short-term rental units (often entire houses) that are 
NOT occupied by the owner.



The problem in our neighbourhood

Currently, STRUs of any kind are not regulated in Kingsville. Anyone 
from anywhere can buy and rent out houses in Kingsville 
neighbourhoods.

No regulation = safety concerns for tourists and nuisance issues for 
neighbouring residents.

Lack of residents in the ‘off’ seasons negatively affect local 
businesses.

Character of Kingsville neighbourhoods changing. Many houses are 
either party houses or simply unoccupied most of the year.



An example of the problem

Photos taken by P. Walker on 
May 7th, 2023



An example of the problem

Photo taken by E. Acheson on 
May 8th, 2023



Photo taken by E. Acheson on 
Sept. 18th, 2022

An example of the problem



Source: https://globalnews.ca/news/9563881/1-dead-6-missing-old-montreal-fire/



Ontario’s housing crisis and housing affordability

Photo credit: Graeme 
Roy/Canadian Press  

Ontario lacks affordable housing. Even many Kingsville 
residents and their children and parents cannot afford 
to live in their own town.

At least 100 houses in Kingsville alone are STRUs on 
AirBnB.ca (undetermined number are stand-alone 
rentals). This does not include other short-term 
rentals (including VRBO and other sites).

Property values of neighbouring houses decrease. 
Neighbourhoods with STRUs become less desirable 
and ‘ghost neighbourhoods’ in the off season.



Many towns and cities across Ontario are creating and enforcing 
bylaws for STRUs due to the issues mentioned.

A bylaw will give Kingsville the ability to regulate STRUs (both owner-
occupied and stand-alone). Licensing and enforcement will also bring 
in revenue for the town.

The Town will be able to revoke licenses from those who do not 
comply with rules and conduct safety inspections.

Depending on how the bylaw is outlined, stand-alone STRUs can be 
limited per neighbourhood / only allowed in certain zones.

The solution we propose: A STRU bylaw



Take-away messages

1. Kingsville needs a bylaw to regulate STRUs.
AND

2. The bylaw alone is useless if not reinforced.
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