
December 16, 2019

DearMayor andMembers ofCouncil,  

RE: SidewalksintheTownofKingsville

Thepurpose ofthisletter istoensure thattheTownofKingsville creates apedestrian
network throughout thecommunity thatdoesnotcreate barriers orimpede the
participation ofpeople withadisability withrespect tosidewalks, orlackthereof.  

Acomprehensive network ofconnected sidewalks isvital intheoverall creation of
inclusion.  Residents should notberequired towalkontheroadway, regardless ofit

de-sac, anymore
thanaperson whousesamobility device oraperson whoisblindandusesaguide dog
orwhitecane.  Sidewalks actasphysical safety separations between vehicles and
pedestrians.  

Since2017, therehavebeennumerous requests toCouncil toremove sidewalks from
plansofsubdivision.  Thefactthatneworexisting development, homeowners, groups
orarearesidents donotwishtohaveasidewalk traverse thepubliceasement attheir
property should notdelayitsbenefits toothersoritsfuture legacy.   

Itshouldalsobenoted thatO. Reg. 191/11: Integrated Accessibility Standards
underAccessibility forOntarians withDisabilities Act, 2005, S.O. 2005, c. 11setsout
guidelines forExterior PathsofTravel (i.e. Sidewalks).  These standards are
requirementsandareNOToptional.  

Members oftheKingsville Accessibility Advisory Committee wereunanimous intheir
concern aboutsidewalks being removed fromdevelopment plansasregardless of
abilityordisability; itismoredangerous towalkontheroadway, itcostsmore to
construct sidewalks after thefactinthefutureasthedynamics anddesires ofa
neighbourhood changes.  Sidewalk benefits include: userfriendly foreveryone (aging
population, families withstrollers, young children, recreational users, etc.), sidewalks
areparticularly beneficial forpeople whoareblindanduseguidedogsorcaning to
navigate.  Sidewalks connect pedestrians toparks, schools, community centres, arenas,  
community mailboxes, residences, places ofemployment andcommercial areas.  Their
absence compromises safetyandencourages people towalkonlawnsandprivate
property, oronbusystreets.  Sidewalks areapedestrian network throughout the
community andthemembers support thesystematic provision forsidewalks.  

Appendix B 



Council should alsobeawareoftheaccessibility goal intheStrategic Planthatsays

Council isrequested tounderstand themunicipal impact thattheremoval, deferral or
deletion ofsidewalk(s) cause toallpedestrians, including people withadisability. The

come, butthelegacyofnopedestrian sidewalk willbe.  

Therefore, members oftheKingsville Accessibility Advisory Committee (K.A.A.C)make

ThatK.A.A.C. advocatesforsidewalkplacementinallareasintheTownof
Kingsvilleforreasonsofsafety, securityandaccessibility.  

Respectfully yours,  

Members oftheKingsville Accessibility Advisory Committee


