Established 1793
Incorporated
Wolford 1850
Merrickville 1860
Amalgamated 1998

Telephone (613) 269-4791
Facsimile (613} 269-3095

’;,E = X
VILLAGE OF MERRICKVILLE-WOLFORD
February 5, 2020

The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario
Premier's Office, Room 281

Legislative Building, Queen's Park

Toronta, ON, M7A 1A1 .

Dear Premier Ford:

Re: Provincially Significant Wetlands Designation

Please find attached the Council of the Corporation of the Village of Merrickvilie-Wolford’s
Resolution No. R-029-20, with respect to the Village’s concerns surrounding the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Forestry’s practices and procedures while implementing designations of

Provincially Significant Wetlands.

While the attached resolution is tailored to a Village-specific issue, it is Council’s position that
the concerns expressed therein are being experienced by municipalities Province-wide.

Thank you in advance for the consideration that you give this matter.

Yours truly,

¢. Honourable John Yakabuski, Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry
Honourable Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Andy Brown, CAO of the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville
Association of Municipalities of Ontario
Rural Ontario Municipal Association
All Ontario municipalities
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WHEREAS the Village of Merrickville-Wolford is endeavouring to adopt a new Official
Plan as required per Section 17 of the Planning Act and the Village is required to
incorporate the Provincial Policy Statements of the Act;

AND WHEREAS the Provincial Policy Statements require the Village to provide in its
Official Plan the updated provisions of new and expanded Provincially Significant
Wetlands designations;

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the Village of Merrickville-Wolford is
concerned that the expansion of these wetlands is detrimentally affecting certain
landowners and the Village's assessment base;

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the Village of Merrickville-Wolford is
‘voncerned that designations of Provincialtly Significant Wetlands have occurred

throughout the Province of Ontario without the provision of supporting evidence;
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VILLAGE OF MERRICKVILLE-WOLFORD
AND WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the Village of Merrickville-Wolford is
concerned abaut the expansion of the Provincially Significant Wetlands in the Northeast
quadrant of the Viliage;

AND WHEREAS the Councii of the Corporation of the Village of Merrickville-Wolford is
concerned that these wetlands designations have been expanded without the Ministry
of Natural Resources and Foréstry having provided to the Village supporting evidence
to justify said expansion;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the
Village of Merrickville-Wolford does hereby respectfully request that the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Forestry provide the Village with_'supporﬁng evidence with
respect to the expansion of these wetlands designations;

AND THAT the Minisiry of Natural Resources and Forestry re-evaluate the subject
properties without delay;

AND THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the Honourabie Premier Doug Ford,
Minister of Natural Resources-and Forestry, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and
Housing, the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville, the Association of Municipalities
of Ontario and the Rural Ontario Municipal Association and all Ontario municipalities.
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J. Douglas Struthers, Mayor
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