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October 2018

 
The Council of
The Corporation of The Town of Kingsville
2021 Division Road North
Kingsville, Ontario
 
Subject: Past, Current and Proposed Changes to the Town By-law regarding
Open Fires within the limits of The Town of Kingsville    
 

 

 
Earlier this year the Fire Department representative presented to Council a draft by-law
to update our current Open Fire By-law and related regulations. At the time of the
presentation I was not supportive of the document as presented.
 
In fairness to the staff , Council and Public as a whole I respectfully note my areas of
concern and suggestions for change.
 
 

1. The Fines / Fees
2. The Definition of What is Acceptable / and Cooking versus Campfire
3. The Staffing impact
4. The Application Process ( can it be simpler )

 
 
Item 1 the Fines

With the last presentation to Council, it was noted the high fine possible for non-
compliance.  In the past more effort was put into teaching, encouraging versus a threat.
I respectfully suggest that we not approve any by-law that includes fees not included in
our fees by-law and or Provincial Offences Act.  
 
It is not good enough to say we will not enforce till next year.



 
Example attached: From 2004

Provincial Offences Act – Part 1
Reference By-law 72-2001
Set open air fire    Set Fine  $105.00
Permit open air fire      $105.00
Set Open air fire under age of 16     $105.00

 
Under by-law 72-2000 we note from item 8
“ Every person violating any provisions of this bylaw shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine

not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ( $1,000.00) exclusive of costs , and such fine shall be recoverable
under the Provincial Offences Act, RSO 1990 , c33 as amended.”

 
This brings the question, how many fines have ever been issued, and paid?
 
 
Item 2
What is acceptable
During the presentation to Council of the draft it was suggested that the only acceptable

fire was was to be contained in a steel container or rim. I did not find that clearly in the by-law.
 
I draw your attention to the definition of by-law 72-2001 , Item 1,
Definition  ( c )
“Container” means any earth pit, or structure or enclosure of brick, cement, metal, or
other similar material in which a fire may be set.”
 

: 
Of a town fire on the beach

 
I note the definition of Cooking memtions the size of the grill or cooking

surface it does not make clear the diference between a campfire, that may be
used to cook hotdogs and marshmellows.

 
I note in days of scout campfires a pie iron   might also be used.





  
 
 



Example of a family Camp fire

 
 
 
The Definitions and Setback requirements suggested under the draft by-law 70-2018
Campfire size requirements are clear and in the interest of public safety.

 
Why reference Technical Safety Standards if you are not going to attach them so Council might read
same?

 
The draft is hard to believe;
Reference item:Section 3
“3.1 The issuance of the permit will require the prior inspection of the proposed burn site by the Fire
Chief. “
The Fire Chief will be busy to actually visit each site personally. It does  not suggest that he may
delegate. If he is away or on vacation does that mean no Permits ? Suggest we may want to include an
alternate.

 


Item 3
Staffing, for years the old bylaws indicated the Fire Staff, Police, By-law enforcement may enforce.
Similar past wording in Towns like Essex.

 
Item 4 Applications
Our old approved application style or form







 
 
Encl .
Past Fees under the Provincial Offences Act.
Report to include
Past By-law and Town of Essex Example with plain language summary

 
Recommendation:

1. Do not enclose fees that are never collected
2. Make the application and approval system simple and clear
3. Use a softer approach to teach and gain compliance versus threats of big fines
4. Be clear about what is a Campfire that might be set with field stones versus a

Cooking fire
5. Develop a simple flyer as Essex did on the Web that outlines the process in plain



language versus handing out a legal By-law



 
 
 
 
 
 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


